Who killed my brother?

By Steve Silver

"he murder of Kelso Cochrane on
Saturday 17 May 1959 became
one of the most significant
moments in the history of
racism in Britain. Stabbed to death by a
gang of racist white youths, Cochrane
was killed in a strikingly similar way to
Stephen Lawrence in 1993. In both
cases there was a conspiracy of silence
that protected his murderers, but of
course Stephen’s name remains well
known while Kelso’s has largely faded
from public memory.

That is why last month’s BBC2
documentary Who Killed my Brother?
was so welcome. The black and white
footage of the Notting Hill area of west
London was a grim reminder of some
of the worst aspects of 1950s Britain,
a far cry from the chic Notting Hill
made famous by Hugh Grant and Julia
Roberts nearly 40 years later in the
1999 film of that name.

Kelso Cochrane was an Antiguan
who came to Britain in 1954 and settled
in Notting Hill, where he worked as a
carpenter. He was saving money so that

he could eventually study law. Rejecting
the opportunity to live in the USA
when he was offered residency there,
he made Britain his home.

While at work Kelso fractured his left
thumb. Come the weekend, his arm in a
sling, he found himself in severe pain. So,
after a sunny Saturday spent at
Portobello Road Market and Hyde Park
with his fiancée, a nurse, that evening
Kelso went to Paddington General
Hospital to get his thumb looked at
again and some pain relief. He was given
pain killers and made his way home. Just
a short distance from where he lived, he
was attacked by five to seven white
youths and stabbed in the heart. He died
in hospital a short while later.

The Notting Hill area had become
notorious following “race riots” eight
months earlier in 1958. Because of this,
Kelso’s killing was to become national
news and a hot political issue. Some
1,200 people, black and white, turned
out for his funeral.

One man could not make the funeral.
Back in Antigua, Kelso’s brother

Stanley, who had paid for Kelso’s trip to
England, did not have enough money
to come himself. Who Killed my Brother?
is the story of Stanley’s journey to
London this year in search of the truth
about what happened the night his
brother died.

Nobody has ever been tried for the
murder. Stanley spoke to people close to
Kelso at the time and with the TV
researchers delved through archive
material. He returned to Antigua with a
better understanding of what happened
but still a lot of missing pieces.
Kelso’s clothes had been destroyed in
1968 making advances in forensic
technology that might have secured a
conviction wuseless in this case.
Searchlight cooperated with the police |
cold case murder reinvestigation team :
and the BBC researchers in tracking ‘
down potential witnesses. 5

In a pattern to be repeated all over |
Britain following other racist killings, |
the police at the time were quick to i
claim Kelso's murder was not racist. '
This was almost certainly a misguided m»
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